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9 August 1974

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILE

SUBJECT: RAB Secretariat

1. On 7 August 1974, |NIO/E and RAB Executive

Secretary~-Designate, selected me to be his Deputy Executive Secretar~ .
a position I held in the Board's previous incarnation under John L. Hui ..

Subsequently, on the same day, this arrangement was agreed to by
Maurice Ernst, EIC Chairman, and authorized byl |
AD/DCI1/IC.

2. Attached hereto is a list of the membership of the Board ard
its Secretariat in May 1973, when the only form.al meeting of RAB too=:
place, and a talking paper on RAB prepared on 8 August 1974 for the
DCI in anticipation of an upcoming NSCIC meeting.

A

Attachments: (As stated)

Distribution:
Original - AS Chrono P
. 1 - AD/DCI/IC &
1 - NIO/E
1 - D/OER
1 - C/PRD
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8 August 1974

TALKING PAPER ON: Reactivation of Requirements Advisory
: Board (RAB)

1. PURPOSE: To provide background material on the first
step specified in ECONOMIC INTELLIGENCE-- AN ACTION PLAN.

2. POINTS OF MAJOR INTEREST:

a. International economic policy is increasingly
interrelated with the national security. Thus, I agree witi
the PFIAB Report on Economic Intelligence of last December
that there 1s a need for Such a mechanism, one which will
identify the current needs of high-level users of foreign
economic intelligence and which will determine what con-
tributions the intelligence community can make in this areu.
NSCIC by itself can not and should not fill this void. No=
all high-level economic objectives should be brought to the
attention of..the NSCIC or. its working group. Many financial
commercial, and trade matters would have little interest for
them. Therefore, I believe we should reactivate the RA3 for
international economic intelligence, making it a special
NSCIC working group.

- b. I am in agreement with the proposition that there
are substantial political risks involved in mounting intellicence
operations against nations with whom we have close politicsal,
military, economic, and historical ties. Economic analyses
and estimates of quality, however, can be produced without
too much risky collection. But, from time to time, there
will be a need for inside information that can be obtained
only by sensitive intelligence techniques. The RAB, amorg
its other duties, would therefore identify requirements
relating to matters which are not at present adequately
covered and which seem to justify additional intelligence
collection. At the same time, of course, we will continue
to seek to optimize the -OVERT reporting system, including
the Foreign Service and Treasury attaches.

C. Secretary Simon agreed orally in July that his
Assistant Secretary for International Affairs,
Charles A. Cooper, will be the chairman of RAB and that my
National Intelligence Officer for Economics and Energy,
Robert L. Slighton, will serve as Executive Secretary.
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Membership will initially be composed of senior officsrs
from Treasury, CIA, State, CIEP, CEA, STR, Commerce, sxpor:-
Import Bank, and Agriculture.

3. History of RAB:

a. February 1973--Established under the auspices of
Secretary Shultz, as Chairman of the Council on Econoric

Policy.

b. May 1973--At its only formal meeting to date, ti:
full board and secretariat, convening in the White House
under the chairmanship of Kenneth Dam, formally approved two
requirements concerning (Note: 25X1
Secretary Bennett, Treasury's member, attended taat
meeting as Treasury's RAB member.)

€. June 1973--General Walters forwarded the RAB
requirements to NSA. The Intelligence Resources Advisory
Committee has since commissioned a survey of NSA's abiiity
to respond to these requirements. (This falls under Resour:e
Management Objective 3, Objectives for FY 1975.)

d. July 1973--Kenneth Dam suggested to an officer on
the Intelligence Community Staff that State/INR and NSA be

brought into the RAB family as_observers. Subsequently,
Len Weiss, then in State, and | of NSA welcome: 25X1
this suggestion. 4

: e. August 1973--General Graham met with Kenneth dam,
- William Morell, Deane Hinton, and Andrew Marshall, then of
the NSC Staff. It was generally agreed that representatives
of economic intelligence users should be incorporated into
the NSCIC apparatus. It was further agreed that not all
intelligence support for economic policymakers would be
sought through the NSCIC group; rather day-to-day support
would be sought through other channels, both formal and
informal.

£. July 1974--The DCI spoke with Secretary Simon of
his belief that the RAB should now be reactivated. A proposcd
draft letter on this subject was sent to Secretary Simon.
(Copy attached.) No reply has yet been received.
(A milestone for achieving Resource Management Objective 3
calls for RAB reactivation prior to 1 November 1974.)

1C/PRD:AS/11
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Mir, Williazm N. Morxei), Jr.

Szecial aosistant to tha Secrstazy

for Matioral Security
Deparimment of the Treasury ’

Jear Bill:

-

Harewith a draft of the letler

send to Dr. Xissinge> for clearance to dia-
patch to Secretary Simon. I1f you apprave,

I will send if ¢ Szere

WEC:blo
Distribution:

Original - Addresses
DCI
D/DCI/NIO
D/DCIfIC

T
by a4

-

1
1
1
1

v Xissinger.

Sincerely,
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Secretary the Treasury
Washingion, D. C. 20220

As we have discussed, I agree that we should reaciiate iha
Reaquirements Advisory Board (RAB) for internaiional sconomi. intel-
ligence, I have discussaéd this mattsr with Dr. Kissinzer, as € wair.

e) T . - . . - - -
man of the National Szacurit: Co;.ncﬂ Intelligence Conumittee, 2-7d ha
is in agreement. The purpose in rezctivating this Bozrd is to : 1sura
! - - - . 12 . - - 5
.that the intelligence collection agencies receive guidance fraom o sanior
level rather than, as has sometimes been the case in the rast  <alsals
from analysts and other specizalized consumars. I see the RAR ns a
£, . PO .
useful and necessary supplement to the informal networks of coninet
N :
between consumars and producers of intelligence.
L 1 -

Given the particular focus of my Key Intelligence Quasting s for
this year and the fact that the Treasury Department is 2 mmembe of
% ] T d - - : > 1
tae United States Intelligence Boaxrd, I think it would b= 2poroprrate if
21 T L. L]
tne lreasury representative to the RAB were to serva 25 Chajran
I understand that your nominez as the Trezasuzry repressanietive :411 ha
IR - N - . - . - - -
the Assistant Secretary for International Affairs, Charles A, = nqnr

i SR P I 1 3 3 T
I~also voing it would be appropriate if my nomines ta tha Board. the

T 4 L - . Pl y
National Intelligénce Officer for Economics, | wara25X1
to serve as the Exacutive Sacratary.

If these appointimanis ars agresable to you, T haws Do Xj isinsaris

. S 1- Ty vy - 7 Ve = NTTST 3 v LS
approval to make tham 23 Dapu SIG. I wdlthes bain
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